Book Reviews

Crossing Religious Borders: Studies on Conversion and Religious Belonging.
Edited by Christine Lienemann-Perrin and Wolfgang Lienemann. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2012. Pp. xi, 956. €98 / $147. This volume presents a definitive study of concepts, theories, and interpretations of religious conversion and identity. Thirty-six authors, representing major Asian, African, European, and American cultures and religious settings, present forty-six essays written for three international conferences in Basel, Switzerland (in 2009 , 2010 , and 2011 , dealing with understandings of conversion. Individuals and communities experience conversion in their religious, psychological, social, communal, and political spheres; in this process they develop their personal and collaborative identities. Their former understanding of God, self, and the world becomes restructured. Conversion alters their interpersonal relationships and their views on social customs and life priorities. Biographies of Christians and Muslims and others, including several women, are interpreted through theories developed by A. D. Nock, P. G. Stomberg, and several others.
Part 1 of this book examines biographies of several converts, including Uchimura Kanzo, Wilhelm Gundert, Panditha Ramabai, and Pearl Buck. Their conversions and reconversions lead readers to consider the fluid nature of conversion. Part 2 explores historical aspects of conversion. It begins with antiquity, proceeds through the New Testament, interacts with Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed views on conversion, and ends with postcolonial interactions of Euro-American scholars. This part forms the backdrop for the following four parts.
Part 3 highlights "switching" between mainline Christian denominations and the resulting ecumenical challenges. For example, leaders of Orthodox churches disapprove of the proselytizing efforts of Euro-American Protestant missionaries and, in particular, their cultural, historical, and theological insensitivity. Part 4 points out the political, economic, and relational consequences of Christian minorities living or merely surviving among people of other dominant religions (e.g., Islam and Hinduism) and ideologies (e.g., Confucianism).
Part 5 addresses the constitutional and humanitarian rights of religious freedom promised by various governments. Experiences of religious freedom in Pakistan, Malaysia, or Indonesia, for example, are not the same as those in Uganda or Nigeria. Likewise, Euro-American Enlightenment views on religious freedom have their limitations. Most countries guarantee religious freedom, at least on paper, but their practices often contradict their intentions and assurances. Converts often struggle to get justice. Generally, Christian converts carry with them several aspects of their ancestral religions, cultures, and traditions and review them only gradually. Part 6 evaluates the main concepts of conversion from theological and practical vantage points. The essayists investigate various possibilities, opportunities, and challenges for religious conversion within particular legal systems or theological traditions, noting that conversion experiences in liberal democracies differ from those in strict autocratic regimes. Since religious conversions affect the close working relationship between state and politics and one's loyalty to them, Christians are urged to practice tolerance and cautious mission.
This book is a treasure trove of information, not merely in the main essays, but also in the footnotes. All the essays are scholarly, reflecting academic discussions in Euro-American universities and academies. (Some essays are in German; it would be a boon to have them translated into English.) I heartily congratulate the editors for this work and recommend it warmly for graduate students and scholars.
- 
Paul's Missionary Methods: In His Time and Ours.
Edited by Robert L. Plummer and John Mark Terry. Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Academic, 2012. Pp. 253. Paperback $22. Published in commemoration of the centennial anniversary of Roland Allen's Missionary Methods : Saint Paul's or Ours? (1912) , and arranged in two parts, Paul's Missionary Methods: In His Time and Ours advances a simple argument: we ought to derive our modern missionary methodology from Paul's missionary methodology.
In part 1, "New Testament," the contributors examine Paul's message in its first-century context. Michael Bird shows how Paul's ability to understand and read his own Jewish, Greek, and Roman contexts contributed to the success of his mission. Eckhard Schnabel tells how Paul's encounter with the risen Christ and his desire to win all shaped his missionary task. Robert Plummer draws our attention to the missional significance of Paul's understanding of the Gospel as the only means of salvation and as a new dynamic realm in which believers stand. Benjamin Merkle shows that Paul's understanding of the church "as the gathered people of God" (60), led by a plurality of leaders, who trust in Christ and meet together both to worship the triune God and to participate in the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper, made him successful. Christoph Stenschke considers Paul's understanding of mission as the mission of the church, while Don Howell and Craig Keener discuss the importance of suffering and spiritual warfare in Paul's mission strategy.
In part 2, "Paul's Influence on Missions," several contributors address the implications of Paul's and Allen's mission strategies for today. For example, John Terry considers Paul's establishment of self-supporting, self-governing, and selfpropagating indigenous churches, while Ed Stetzer and Lizette Beard outline his inclusive church planting strategy, contextualized approach to church planting, and intentional nurturing of the new converts, as well as the importance he placed on visitation and follow-up. Chuck Lawless points to his model of preparing leaders who will in turn train others. J. D. Payne draws our attention to some elements in Allen's missiology, namely the way of Jesus, the apostolic paradigm, pneumatology, evangelism, and faith.
By bringing Paul's missionary method to bear on the church's mission today, the volume makes a major contribution to contemporary missiology. However, the attempt to understand Paul's missionary strategy from the perspective of the deutero-Pauline epistles instead of strictly from his undisputed letters weakens the book's argument, at least for those who accept critical Pauline scholarship. This weakness in the eyes of many scholars notwithstanding, missionaries, mission executives, and students of mission will find this book enriching.
- Edited by M. Sydney Park, Soong-Chan Rah, and Al Tizon. Valley Forge, Pa.: Judson Press, 2012. Pp. xviii, 206. Paperback $19.99. Honoring the Generations is the fruit of collaboration among a number of Asian American ministry leaders who wanted to see more clearly what God was doing in Asian North American (ANA) churches. Members of the group include both theologians and practitioners of ministry, partnering to develop a contextualized theological framework for ANA churches. The various authors of Honoring the Generations seek to help people understand and improve ANA church ministry through the integration of theology and practice. The book starts with a theology of the household of God based on the Book of Ephesians. It then addresses the often difficult relationship between the first generation and the second and third generations in ANA churches, giving some possible ways of improving the relationship. As it continues, the volume addresses a number of important areas of church life, such as pastoral formation, lay ministry, and global mission in ANA churches. These areas can present real challenges for any church, but obviously special challenges may appear in ANA churches that are both cross-cultural and intergenerational. It is especially on these challenges that the contributors focus.
The strength of the book is that it garners theological and practical insights from a diverse group of scholars and pastors who are familiar with the ANA church context. This diversity provides different perspectives on how to do ministry better in such a context and can be helpful to any minister serving in an ANA church. At the same time, this strength is also the book's weakness, as it has no unifying theology or strategy. The main unity of the book comes from the goal of improving ministry in such churches, and it is clearly worthwhile for people interested in that topic.
- What is new is that "food security" drives a country such as China or a corporation such as Daewoo to lease or buy land in a country such as Tanzania or Madagascar, then to work the land with their own imported labor and to ship all the produce back to the home country. This system not only cuts out the middleman but also alienates local communities from both land and labor.
It is estimated that in the period 2000-2012, over 200 million hectares-that is, an area "the size of Western Europe" (1)-have been leased or sold or are under negotiation. Investors want a return on their money; nations want food to feed or fuel their populations; and governments want to secure their tenure in power. Ethical issues involve the rights of indigenous populations (who may be at odds with their governments), the meaning of "unused" land, the control of water, and the fact that some poor countries leasing or selling farm land also receive food aid from the World Food Program (14).
Some of the authors argue that "we should accept the reality and seek to learn more about these deals with a spirit of inquiry that steers clear of undue alarmism and Pollyannaism alike" (6). Fair enough, but when I read about "uninhabited land," I have to ask how it became uninhabited. Is there really unused or surplus land anywhere? Should we be reassured to read that "land under foreign control remains a relatively small proportion of total land in host countries" (8) 
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The IBMR is an easily searchable gateway to in-depth feature articles, book reviews, news items, and conference notices. Go to www.internat ionalbulletin.org/register to sign up. It's FREE online-or only $23 a year including postage worldwide. Fitch's End of Evangelicalism takes the criticisms seriously, but he is also intent on seeking models for Christian engagement with the broader American body politic on grounds that lead to authentic Christian missional practices and that are in touch with solid insights from political philosophy and science. His book is essential reading, particularly as evidence piles up that-to all outward appearances-a range of Christian political choices are made on the basis of predetermined cultural attitudes rather than by Christian sociopolitical and ethical discernment. That situation raises the question, "How does one avoid the trap of making up one's mind on issues first and looking for biblical and theological warrants later?" Fitch is fully aware of this problem and the danger of we-group, Christian narcissism as he proposes that evangelicalism is a political ideology in need of a carefully constructed political theology. As for what evangelicalism is, he follows David Bebbington's and Mark Noll's well-known markers.
The most important intellectual move in Fitch's book is his argument that the Slovenian philosopher and social theorist Slavoj Žižek can help sort out the causes of evangelicalism's becoming a "hardened" complex of positions that paper over hidden "antagonisms" and that cripple evangelicalism's Christian identity and effectiveness in achieving its real mission. Fitch's explication of Žižek's positions is subtle and convincing. Summarizing that material would take us beyond the prescribed length of this brief review, however, and I can only say that reading his explication is well worth the effort, despite the charge by radical orthodox theologian John Milbank that Žižek is a mystical nihilist.
Chapters 1 and 2 identify the problems of the present manner of evangelical engagement; chapters 3 through 6 make the case for a deeper participation in the life of the triune God, as opposed to the arrogance of the rigid use of Scripture as a cudgel to smite enemies and close off conversation (chap. • Insurance for short-term mission trips and churchbased teams < $1 a day There's no substitute for hand, and, on the other, recent attempts to phrase the relationship as Scripture within Tradition. The latter, I believe, fits much better with the missiological insights of the late Paul Hiebert and his explication of a "bounded-set" versus a "centered-set" mentality.
Chapter 5 does a masterly job of laying out the ways that a Christian-nation ideology nurtures forms of antagonism toward its enemies and falls short of what a well-thought-through vision of Christian mission requires. Chapter 6 and the epilogue are the best single explanation I have seen of how a more adequate political theology can help us determine the mission of Christians in a polarized but rudderless nation like the United States. If the mission-as-expansion-of-franchise era is or ought to be over, the challenge of the early twenty-first century is for churches that are now planted in the midst of the nations to discern what they are called to by God. Although Fitch's book has an explicit reference to mission in the public square of the United States, I
think it may be very useful for Christians in other lands as well.
- There has been a gradual shift from focus on shareholders and profit to the inclusion of growing sets of stakeholders such as customers, staff, suppliers, community, and environment. Corporate responsibility is about businesses having a positive impact economically, socially, and environmentally: the triple bottom line. This wider outlook goes beyond corporate philanthropy of merely giving part of profit to charitable causes. The book refers to a 2008 study that, although it found thirty-seven definitions of CSR, showed a strong congruence in the understanding and praxis of corporate responsibility. The concept of CSR is still evolving through the interaction of theory and application, and its global impact is growing.
As Christians, we welcome these CSR conversations and developments, and we should join in various ways, including drawing from the enormous well of intellectual capital regarding CSR found in this book. But we must also include God as a stakeholder and thus we need to ask: How can we shape business both for God and for the common good? This is CSR+. We want to start and grow businesses to serve people, align with God's purposes, be good stewards of the planet, and make a profit.
- One small concern is how Kim relates his theoretical work to his practical examples. The initial survey situates public theology within a wider discussion, and many of his fundamental categories and distinctions seem more suited to the contexts of Europe and America than to the global context (his references to South Africa and the Global Network for Public Theology notwithstanding). Kim stresses the centrality of conversation and seeks a common language usable by Christians and understandable to a wider audience. Chapter 2 deals with the Bible as a "public book" and contains an excellent discussion of the hermeneutical openness brought by reading the Bible in non-Western contexts. It is less than clear, however, how the second chapter informs the problems of the first, for the two discourses appear to be so divergent as to offer no common language of the variety seemingly central to public theology. This same observation might be made of the chapters that deal with world Christianity. I do not deny that such a connection is possible, but at times Kim seems to leave such work to the reader.
- Among recent scholars who are turning their attention to the exploding phenomenon of short-term missions (STM), Brian Howell is the first to provide a full-length ethnography exploring "what these trips mean for those who participate, how they reflect or refashion the practices and beliefs of participants and how they contribute to particular understandings of the world beyond those of the STM travelers" (29). A professor of anthropology at Wheaton College, in Wheaton, Illinois, Howell gathered and analyzed data from two trips he took with local church members to the Please beware of bogus renewal notices. A genuine IBMR renewal notice will have a return address of Denville, NJ 07834 on the outer envelope, and the address on the reply envelope will go to PO Box 3000, Denville, NJ 07834-3000. Please e-mail ibmr@omsc.org or call (203) 624-6672, ext. 309, with any questions. Thank you. Dominican Republic. Rather than orient his writing to anthropologists, Howell chose InterVarsity Press, using his theological training and evangelical membership to speak to short-term travelers, leaders, and informed Christian readers.
Drawing on the Billy Graham Center archives, his own field notes, and followup interviews, he examines the narratives evangelicals tell themselves about what they are doing. With accessible scholarly sophistication and insider humor, he analyzes the unhelpful nature of narratives that obscure global material realities while encouraging suburbanites to be thankful for their social location, even while taking "lessons" from the poor "happy" nationals they encounter (especially cute brown children).
Simply put, what church people repeatedly hear and see about the STM experience is how they imagine their trip before ever stepping foot abroad. Such expectations shape perceptions during preparation, interactions on location, and reports upon return. This pervasive experiential feedback loop reinforces myopia by stymieing informed engagement with global realities and hindering authentic encounters with people STMers meet.
Howell uses the voices of respected evangelical international leaders in a concluding chapter that offers generalized prescriptive suggestions for greater self-awareness, cross-cultural respectfulness, and justice-informed engagement. My only critique is that Howell's own insider/outsider ambivalences may have constrained him from delving deeper into the coercive power of discourse. If we are to stop unilateral STM narratives from circumventing the agency of national believers and leaders, we need to be shown more of the destructive detail than Howell actually exposes so that it can be repaired. Nevertheless, I highly recommend this groundbreaking book.
-Kersten Bayt Priest By Jan A. B. Jongeneel. Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2012. Pp. xxiii, 356. €62.95 / SFr 71 / £47 / $76.95 .
OVERSEAS MINISTRIES STUDY CENTER
The Netherlands has a remarkable history and rich legacy of mission studies and missionary activity. Utrecht University has been a vital center of this activity, with a nearly unbroken record of 375 years of missiological involvement. In this volume Jan A. B. Jongeneel, who is honorary professor emeritus of missiology at Utrecht (where he supervised forty-one doctoral dissertations), gives a brilliantly documented description and analysis of this history that is comparable in its thoroughness to his earlier two-volume Missiological Encyclopedia (1995-97) .
In addition to the mission studies and all their professors and lecturers at the university through the decades (beginning with Gisbertus Voetius, "the founding father of Protestant missionary theology," p. xv), Jongeneel discusses the overseas ministries of their Dutch and non-Dutch alumni, their involvement with mission agencies, and those who received honorary degrees, and lists every doctoral dissertation and M.Th. thesis connected with missions and overseas ministries done at Utrecht University since 1897. This work is a goldmine of research.
Jongeneel also includes a report on the Religious Education Training Programme, jointly sponsored by Utrecht University and the University of Zimbabwe (1986-92) . The objective of this "peculiar project," paid for by the Dutch government (271), was a study of "curriculum and staff development in the fields of religious education (RE) and African Traditional Religions (ATRs) and the production of teaching materials for RE in Zimbabwean schools" (307).
A very important initiative was the lege and Boston University. She returned to Isabella Thoburn College to become its principal in 1939. She retired in 1945 and died in 1971. In between an introductory chapter and some concluding reflections and reminiscences are chapters on Dass's early family and student life, her family life and professional career up to 1938, her sabbatical in the United States, her principalship, and finally her retirement years. The chapter on her principalship is the longest and best in the book. Like many members of the North Indian Christian elite from the early 1930s onward, Dass was a nationalist and political moderate. As principal, she contended with the wartime British Raj and nationalist agitations outside and inside the college. She also focused much of her own and her students' attention upon modernization as a means of nation building.
This biography is written in a plain English narrative style that is easy to read. It contains endnotes, a useful bibliography, and many photographs, which provide their own insights into the period, places, and people in the narrative. One misses reading some of Dass's lengthier writings about education, Indian women's concerns, and the issues of the day, perhaps in appendixes. It is obvious that the authors admired Constance Dass greatly-and with good reason-but they could have engaged her even more.
- Gordon Laman's overview of one of the earliest Protestant denominations to send missionaries to Japan-the Reformed Church in America (RCA)-is a welcome addition to the historical literature on missions. If anyone is qualified to write such a history, it is Laman, a veteran RCA missionary retired after forty-three years of service. Throughout the work, Laman discusses the challenges facing the missionaries, which included hostility to Christianity, tensions from nationalism and militarism, disagreements on priorities over education and evangelism, shortages of funds and personnel, and, in particular, the hurdles to true partnership between the RCA and the Japanese church. Few works on Protestant missions to Japan provide a continuous account of missions both before and after World War II. Laman does this with relative ease, at one point highlighting Sara Couch, a single woman missionary and the only RCA missionary to remain in Japan during the war. The brief treatment of missions since the 1960s could have been expanded, particularly since the author was in Japan during that period. Though Laman keeps the narrative in the third-person throughout the book, perhaps more insight into the author's life and work-particularly with his acknowledged study of Japan's historical "resistance to Christianity" (630)-would have been instructive.
Laman's work relies heavily on mis- 
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Get connected! For the latest information sign up for The Hearth newsletter and occasional e-mails-and join us on Facebook. While you're at it, sign up for a subscription to our award-winning free IBMR e-journal. Bevan's map of the models of contextualization, this work is obviously the result of years of research, observation, and personal involvement in the praxis of contextualization. While serving as a missionary in Africa, Moreau gained much experience in working with contextualization issues, and as a professor of intercultural studies at Wheaton College (Wheaton, Ill.), he is dedicated to communicating the principles of contextualization to his students, as well as giving them a broad perspective on the various models of contextualization that have been used in the cross-cultural communication of the Gospel. In the opening pages the author presents an outline of the book, his purpose in writing it, and definitions of the terms he uses. In addition, in the first chapter he reviews the pertinent literature. As an evangelical, Moreau focuses on "mapping" evangelical models of contextualization, while not neglecting to position them within the broader map of the world of Christian contextualization.
In the first section of the book, Moreau describes assumptions missiologists make and criteria used for evaluating models of contextualization. He goes on to portray the basic principles that guide evangelical methods and the tools used for analysis and ultimately for application in the field. The second part of the book comprises descriptive "tours" through the various territories of the map. These chapters present well-documented examples from church life and from the Bible of the various roles played by the initiators of contextualization-facilitator, guide, herald, pathfinder, prophet, and restorer. The concluding chapter poses some future possibilities for contextualization.
Moreau has added a valuable volume to the literature on contextualization. The writing is clear, insightful, and easy to follow throughout. This book is a must for anyone seriously interested in the communication of the Gospel cross-culturally, whether beginner, student, or career missionary. For the professor who wishes to employ this book as a teaching text, a series of PowerPoint slides is available for use in the classroom.
-Penelope R. Hall
September-December (Select Friday Mornings) Panel Discussion Series. Five Friday mornings, OMSC residents and other interested participants will attend and then debrief public "Hot Coffee, Hot Issues" panel discussions led by Yale World Fellows. On two Friday mornings, OMSC residents will hold public community forums on topics about which they have special concern, experience, and expertise.
